
 

 
Testing the Waters Retreats 

February – April, 2015 
The new core teaching team for the On Being a Spiritual Nurturer program has begun its work! Among our first tasks is 
seeking five meetings that are willing to host a Testing the Waters Retreat for prospective applicants. These will be 
scheduled on five Saturdays within the months of February, March, and April.  
 
We are in need of your help and good counsel. Can you help host? Do you have ideas for us?  
 
If interested, please contact any one of the Core Teachers, Beckey Phipps, Evelyn, Jadin, and Rita Willett.  

 
Testing the Waters Retreats 

 
What? 
• An opportunity to worship and break bread together in a six-hour, one-day retreat. 
• Everyone is welcome to enjoy an experience of the contemplative nature of the program. 
• It is a particular opportunity for prospective applicants (and prospective Care Committee members) to meet the core 
teaching team and learn about the program, and the School of the Spirit Ministry. 
• Provides a brief taste of a k-group during a period of small group attentive listening.  
• A time for Q & A. 
 
When? 
• Five retreats at different locations during February, March, April 2015. 
• Saturdays, from 9 AM to 3:30 PM.  
 
Where? 
• At a meeting where there are Friends with an interest in applying for the program. 
• At a centrally located meeting where Friends from other meetings in the region could travel without great difficulty. 
 
What does a host meeting do, and receive? 
• Takes into discernment the possibility of hosting a one-day retreat where interested Friends can learn about the On 
Being a Spiritual Nurturer program and The School of the Spirit Ministry. 
• Provides overnight hospitality to the three core teachers on Friday and Saturday evenings, which might include 
transportation to/from a local airport or train station. 
• Provides hospitality to those who attend the retreat, which includes a warm welcome, offering a light lunch (soup, salad, 
and bread usually) and offering beverages and snacks. (The School of the Spirit Ministry gladly reimburses costs as 
needed.) 
• Would help in finding overnight hospitality, if needed, for a potential applicant traveling to the retreat from a distance. 
• The core teaching team would worship with the host meeting on First Day, and if requested could offer an adult 
education or forum session for an hour before or after worship—topic to be arranged between the teachers and the 
meeting, several possibilities available. 
 
Cost: We suggest a $25/person contribution toward the cost of transportation for the teachers and the cost of the 
lunch/snacks provided by the host meeting. Scholarships are available! 
 
Other possibilities: 
• Information Sessions. When the SN10 core teachers are nearby, we can travel to a meeting to offer a 90 minute 
information session. 
• A conference call with the core teachers; it is possible to schedule a call with all the  
 
Other ways that we will get the word out: 
• Videos on the SotS website with SN grads and Care Committee members speaking about their experiences of the 
program. Coming soon! 
• FaceBook and other social media. 
• QuakerQuaker. 
• Article in Quaker publications, perhaps in your yearly meeting, or quarterly meeting newsletter. 
 
Can you help? Do you have suggestions? We look forward to hearing from you.  

 
The School of the Spirit Ministry is under the care of the Worship & Care Committee of  

Philadelphia Yearly Meeting.  
 

 

mailto:beckey@schoolofthespirit.org
http://evelyn@schoolofthespirit.org/
http://rita@schoolofthespirit.org/

